Ellen Feldman

Undergraduate movie maker, producer

Megan Topolewski sits with her arms and legs crossed, head down, as she searches for words to describe the movie she wrote, directed and produced during the fall semester of her junior year at the University of Wisconsin.

 “He, in a sense, in a way, he falls in love with her. Not in a traditional sense. Not in a romantic sense.  In a larger sense. Just one person to another.  I don’t know if that makes sense. She gives him hope, I guess,” she says of the two main characters.
Topolewski said she wanted to make a movie because she attended the New York Film Academy during the summer and “didn’t want to stop after it ended,” though she was nervous about taking on the project.  


“Before making it, I felt very scared, like there was this immense battle approaching. … I felt like I was going to throw up.  I had a panic attack,” she said. 

The production did not come easily.  Challenges included a lead actor dropping out halfway through production, trouble transferring film footage and finding locations to shoot the film.   Topolewski reworked the script after losing the actor, and after asking several strangers if she could shoot the movie at their houses and either being rejected or unable to coordinate schedules, she finally decided to shoot at a crew member’s house.

On finishing the shoot, she said, “I taped the footage to my wall like a trophy.  I just still can’t believe it.  I set out to do something that I didn’t think I could do, and I did it.” 
Topolewski said she wrote the movie around something that she wanted to see in film, which was a character on the inside looking out and a character on the outside looking in.

“You know, a window separating them, this may sound absurb, but when its dark, the windows are only mirrors and you can only see yourself which can be frightening, but I don’t know, it’s a very powerful image just to think about those two people: who is the inside person looking out and who is the outside person looking in,” she said.

The movie is a 25-minutes, character-driven piece, she said.  The working title is “Breaking and Entering,” though it may be changed to “Sanctity.”  After writing the script, Topolewski found a crew, auditioned actors and organized and directed shooting the movie.  The film is still in post-production, having sound and voiceovers added.

Besides making a movie, Topolewski also co-chaired UW’s Film Production club, which she created during the 2006-07 school year.


She said she created the club because she saw a need for more filmmaking opportunities in Madison.

“It’s really a shame.  I found it really hard to pursue getting filmmaking experience,” she said.


The film production club meets weekly to discuss projects that members are working on, as well as group projects that are in various stages of production, she said.


Topolewski found a crew for her movie through the club.
The movie premieres Wednesday at 9:30 p.m. at Memorial Union in the Class of 24 Reception Room.


Topolewski is moving to Los Angeles in the spring to pursue a film degree.   She was majoring in communication arts at UW, but said she feels film school is going to better help her do what she wants, which is write and direct her own films.


When asked what she sees in her future, Topolewski grins and looks down.  

“I see making movies with characters I love, people I love.  I just want to be able to work on material that inspires me and you know, just the same in real life, work with people who inspire and [I have a] great time with, just do something different every day.  I don’t know.  That doesn’t encompass the scope of the question I feel, but of course I want to be successful, but if I could, if I was able to write and direct my own films and just be able to live, I’d be happy.  I don’t need to be, you know, a millionaire.”

The film is a 25-minute long, character-driven piece, according to Topolewski.

“Before making it, I felt very scared, like there was this immense battle approaching,” she said.
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With her arms and legs crossed, University of Wisconsin junior Megan Topolewski struggles to put into words the movie she wrote, directed and produced while taking 13 credits and running the UW Film Production Club.
